
Presentations/Events

Kim is available for readings and signings, school visits, and 
presentations.  She also is happy to visit local book clubs in person, 
or phone in to book clubs in further locales.

Turning a Critical Eye to History: The Story of the MS St. Louis
Using my novel based on the true story of the MS St. Louis and the research 
I conducted, I will outline the basic events of the tragic voyage.  We will 
also examine the St. Louis in the larger backdrop of World War II, the 
Holocaust, and humanitarian refugee policies.  We will consider what role 
America played in the fate of the St. Louis passengers, and the legacy the 
voyage left on immigration law. 
Audience: 6th through 12th grade, appropriate for groups from 10-100.  
Excellent in conjunction with curriculum on the Holocaust.  Also excellent 
for adult audiences.

A Look at Ethics and Morals through Fiction
Using See You Down The Road and/or The Perfect Distance as examples, we 
will explore how fictional characters can be used to consider ethics and 
morals. Questions we will discuss include the choices characters such as 
Bridget, Jimmy, Francie and Juan had available to them, what factors 
influenced their decisions, and what implications their actions ultimately 
have on the larger society.
Audience: 7th through 12th grade, appropriate for groups from 10-100.

The Writing Life: Ask everything you always wanted to know about 
being a writer 
I read an excerpt from my published work, discuss the writing process, and 
field questions. Subjects I often address include but are not limited to: how I 
generate ideas for my novels, how I work through writer’s block, how I 
manage my time and writing schedule, what happens when a manuscript 
goes off to the publisher, who designs the cover etc. If the group has read my 
work, discussion can focus more on characters and/or story lines.
Audience: 5th through 12th grade, good for groups from 10 to 100.

Writing Workshop—Write What You Don’t Know
People often say, “write what you know.” Interestingly, The Other Half of 



Life and See You Down The Road, are about worlds I knew nothing about.  
So what does it take to write about something unfamiliar? In this writing 
workshop we will take short newspaper articles and discuss how to turn 
them into stories—maybe even novels. I will discuss techniques for finding 
stories in the everyday world around us, doing research, and then creating a 
unique and rich backdrop of setting and characters. We will also discuss 
some of the benefits and challenges of writing about the unfamiliar vs. the 
familiar.
Audience: This hands-on workshop is best for smaller groups (10-20), either 
for teens or adults interested in writing Y/A novels.

So You Want To Sell Your Y/A Book?
In a very candid workshop I will tell you how I got started and finally sold 
my first book. We will discuss the importance of “knowing the market,” 
finding and maintaining relationships with agents and editors, using grants 
and awards to help you. I will also gladly discuss advances, royalties, 
marketing, and reviews. I also enjoy speaking about how to balance writing 
what you want to write with writing what you think is marketable.
Audience: Best for aspiring writers of Y/A fiction.

Fees
Negotiable based on the duration of the visit and number of presentations 
given.

Location
I live in Newton, Mass. and am willing to travel within New England with 
mileage reimbursement. For locations over 100 miles away hotel 
accommodations may be required. For even further trips, airfare and 
accommodations are likely necessary. I am always happy to work with 
interested parties to try to minimize out-of-pocket expenses.

References

The following is a selection of institutions where I have done programs. Feel 
free to contact them.

Winchester High School
Lauren Sciacca Marsh
laurensciacca@hotmail.com



Estee Lauder Mentorship Program Book Club
Jenny Belknap, Vice President of Global Marketing
jbelknap@origins.com

Mt. Kisco Elementary School
Melissa Ray
michellray@gmail.com

Miss Hall’s School
Pam Breslin
pbreslin@misshalls.org


